
For those who purchased the print version where hyperlinks are not possible, this document provides an easy way 
to access the websites listed: PDFs are capable of hyperlinks. Just click on the link to open your web browser. You 
may receive a warning that the document is attempting to access the Internet; click “okay” or “trust” or “allow” 
(it will differ among browsers).

The Global Indie Author:
How anyone can self-publish in the U.S. and worldwide markets

By M. A. Demers

Published by Egghead Books

www.mademers.com/globalindieauthor
www.eggheadbooks.com

http://www.mademers.com/globalindieauthor
http://www.eggheadbooks.com


Copyright Information

Copyright © 2011 Michelle A. Demers

Published by Egghead Books, 2011

All rights reserved under International and Pan-American Copyright Conventions. No part of this book may be 
reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval 
systems, without permission in writing from the author, except by reviewer, who may quote brief passages in a 
review.

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication

Demers, M. A., 1964-

               The global indie author [electronic resource] : how anyone can self-publish in the U.S. and worldwide 
markets / by M. A. Demers.

Includes bibliographical references.

Electronic monograph.

Issued also in print format.

ISBN 978-0-9868914-3-4 (Kindle).

        1. Self-publishing.  I. Title.

Z285.5.D46 2011               070.5’93               C2011-907027-8



Introduction
Geist article on the BookNet dictatorship.
http://www.geist.com/articles/booknet-dictatorship

Wikipedia article on Nielsen BookScan.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nielsen_BookScan

Toronto Life article on the erosion of CanLit protection policies.
http://www.torontolife.com/daily/hype/shelf-life/2011/01/04/chapters-indigo-versus-canadian-publishers-a-
battle-looms-over-the-fate-of-canlit/

Very interesting blog about the publishing industry, by award-winning writer Kristine Kathryn Rusch.
http://kriswrites.com

Guardian article on Kindle success of UK mystery writer Stephen Leather, who self-published novellas that his 
legacy publisher had rejected because they were in a different genre and format from his bestselling works.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/technology/2011/feb/27/kindle-ebooks-amazon-stephen-leather?INTCMP=SRCH\

The Star article on the success of indie writer Amanda Hocking.
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/books/article/948078--how-a-failed-author-made-2-million-from-e-books

Forbes article on the positive change in attitude of agents toward self-published authors.
http://www.forbes.com/sites/booked/2010/10/01/literary-agents-open-the-door-to-self-published-writers/

Association of American Publishers 14 April 2011 press release, “E-Books Rank as #1 Format among All Trade 
Categories for the Month.”
http://www.publishers.org/press/30/

Bowker press release on number of new titles in both legacy publishing and self-publishing for 2010.
http://www.bowker.com/index.php/press-releases/633-print-isnt-dead-says-bowkers-annual-book-production-
report

Interesting blog entry by a U.S. literary agent on what constitutes a publishing success from the perspective of 
the publisher.
http://askaliteraryagent.blogspot.com/2009/09/how-many-copies-must-book-sell-to-be.html

The Writer Magazine article on Curtis Brown agency’s new writing school.
http://www.writermag.com/en/Articles/2011/02/A%20major%20literary%20agency%20will%20open%20
its%20own%20creative%20writing%20school.aspx

The Bookseller.com article on the move by Ed Victor Literary Agency to set up its own publishing imprint, 
Bedford Square Books.
http://www.thebookseller.com/news/ed-victor-sets-publishing-imprint.html

The Bookseller.com article on literary agents Curtis Brown and Blake Friedman’s plans to move into 
publishing.
http://www.thebookseller.com/news/more-agents-explore-publishing-models.html

A funny take on manuscript rejection from writer Ruth Harris.
http://annerallen.blogspot.com/2011/05/what-it-really-means-when-your-book.html
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Article about scam books on Amazon’s Kindle.
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/16/us-amazon-kindle-spam-idUSTRE75F68620110616

An author discusses her discovery of pirated ebooks sold on Kindle.
http://selfpubauthors.wordpress.com/2011/06/20/a-case-of-copyright-infringement-a-true-story/

1/  To Kindle in Ten Steps
To create an Amazon Kindle account.
https://kdp.amazon.com/self-publishing/signin?ie=UTF8&ld=AZEbooksMakeM

Amazon’s own forum for all things Kindle, including formatting and conversion issues.
http://forums.kindledirectpublishing.com/kdpforums/forumindex.jspa

MobileRead is a popular forum for the discussion of all things ebooks including technical issues.
http://www.mobileread.com/

BISAC categories.
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php

2/  Beyond Kindle: the ePub Format
To create a PubIt! account.
http://pubit.barnesandnoble.com/pubit_app/bn?t=pi_reg_home

LuLu.
http://www.lulu.com/publish/

Smashwords.
http://www.smashwords.com/about/how_to_publish_on_smashwords

BookBaby.
http://www.bookbaby.com/

eBookIt.
http://www.ebookit.com/

3/  Manuscript Editing
Wikipedia list of various style guides.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Style_guide

University of Chicago grammar resources.
http://writing-program.uchicago.edu/resources/grammar.htm

Merriam-Webster online dictionary.
http://www.merriam-webster.com/

http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/16/us-amazon-kindle-spam-idUSTRE75F68620110616
http://selfpubauthors.wordpress.com/2011/06/20/a-case-of-copyright-infringement-a-true-story/
https://kdp.amazon.com/self-publishing/signin?ie=UTF8&ld=AZEbooksMakeM
http://forums.kindledirectpublishing.com/kdpforums/forumindex.jspa
http://www.mobileread.com/
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://pubit.barnesandnoble.com/pubit_app/bn?t=pi_reg_home
http://www.lulu.com/publish/
http://www.smashwords.com/about/how_to_publish_on_smashwords
http://www.bookbaby.com/
http://www.ebookit.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Style_guide
http://writing-program.uchicago.edu/resources/grammar.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/


A list of the alleged top 100 creative writing blogs.
http://www.bestcollegesonline.com/blog/2009/02/05/top-100-creative-writing-blogs/

4/  Errors & Omissions
A Wikipedia article on defamation with information on specific international jurisdictions including countries 
within North and Latin America, Europe, Asia and Oceania.
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Defamation

A Wikipedia article on fair dealing with information on specific international jurisdictions: the U.S., Canada, the 
UK, Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, and South Africa.
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fair_dealing

Citizen Media Law Project, hosted by the Berkman Center for Internet and Society. In addition to U.S. law, this 
site offers useful information about foreign libel laws. It also offers details of cases brought against authors and 
their publishers, and against film and TV producers.
www.citmedialaw.org

An excellent article on fair use of trademarks in fiction, by Lloyd L. Rich, an attorney based in Denver, CO.
www.publaw.com/article/fair-use-of-trademarks

United States Patent and Trademark Office, with searchable database.
www.uspto.gov

UK Intellectual Property Office.
http://www.ipo.gov.uk/tm.htm

Canadian Intellectual Property Office with trademarks database.
www.ic.gc.ca/app/opic-cipo/trdmrks/srch/bscSrch.do?lang=eng

Australian trademarks database.
http://www.ipaustralia.gov.au/trademarks/search_index.shtml

A blog on libel in fiction, by New York entertainment attorney Mark Fowler.
www.rightsofwriters.com/2010/12/could-i-be-liable-for-libel-in-fiction.html

A CBC article on the libel lawsuit commenced against crime writer John Grisham.
www.cbc.ca/news/arts/books/story/2007/09/29/grisham-lawsuit.html

A Wall Street Journal article about the libel suit against the producers of Law & Order. The suit was the first of 
its kind in 25 years to survive summary judgment in New York State.
blogs.wsj.com/law/2008/03/20/libel-in-fiction-claim-rarely-successful-survives-summary-judgment/

New York Times article on defamation feud between Michael Crowley and Michael Crichton.
www.nytimes.com/2006/12/14/books/14cric.html

Details of the successful suit against Haywood Smith, the writer of the bestselling The Red Hat Club. The 
plaintiff was awarded $100,000. The suit has become a benchmark case study of what NOT to do when basing 
your character on someone you know.
www.lexisone.com/lx1/caselaw/freecaselaw?action=OCLGetCaseDetail&format=FULL&sourceID=bdjgjj&sea
rchTerm=eTfC.WQea.UYGT.Ddii&searchFlag=y&l1loc=FCLOW
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5/  Copyrighting Your Manuscript
Wikipedia article “List of parties to international copyright agreements.”
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_parties_to_international_copyright_agreements

Wikipedia article “Copyright.”
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyright

Wikipedia article “List of Countries’ Copyright Length.”
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries%27_copyright_length

U.S. Copyright Office.
http://www.copyright.gov/

Circular 7D, “Mandatory Deposit of Copies or Phonorecords for the Library of Congress.”
http://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ07d.pdf

Tutorial on electronic filing for U.S. copyright.
http://www.copyright.gov/eco/eco-tutorial.pdf

Canadian Copyright Office.
http://www.cipo.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/cipointernet-internetopic.nsf/eng/home

UK Copyright Office.
http://www.ipo.gov.uk/copy.htm

Australian Copyright Office.
http://www.ag.gov.au/cca

Wikipedia article on copyright laws of the European Union.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyright_law_of_the_European_Union

6/  Digital Rights Management
Wikipedia page on digital rights management.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_rights_management

Collection of Guardian articles on DRM-related issues.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/technology/drm

“Digital Rights Management Technologies and Consumer Privacy: An assessment of DRM applications under 
Canadian Privacy Law.” Study paper by Canadian Internet Policy and Public Interest Clinic, 2007.
http://www.cippic.ca/sites/default/files/CIPPIC_Report_DRM_and_Privacy.pdf

Berkeley Technology Law Journal essay, “DRM and Privacy,” by Julie E. Cohen, Professor of Law, Georgetown 
University Law Center.
http://www.law.georgetown.edu/faculty/jec/drmandprivacy.pdf

Website of the research and dialogue project INDICARE: Informed Dialogue about Consumer Acceptability of 
DRM Solutions in Europe.
http://www.indicare.org/tiki-view_articles.php
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7/  ISBNs and Other Book Identifiers
A Wikipedia article explaining the ISBN system.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number

Home page of the International ISBN Agency.
http://www.isbn-international.org/

U.S. ISBN agency.
http://www.bowker.com

UK and Republic of Ireland ISBN agency.
http://www.isbn.nielsenbook.co.uk

Library and Archives Canada ISBN page.
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/ciss-ssci/041002-2000-e.html

National Library of New Zealand ISBN page.
http://www.natlib.govt.nz/services/get-advice/publishing/isbn

Australian ISBN Agency.
http://www.thorpe.com.au/isbn/

The National Library of South Africa.
http://www.nlsa.ac.za/NLSA/

Nielsen BookData.
http://www.nielsenbookdata.co.uk

MyIdentifiers website.
https://www.myidentifiers.com

Books in Print database.
http://www.booksinprint2.com

Bookwire by Bowker.
http://www.bookwire.com/

U.S. Library of Congress.
http://www.loc.gov/index.html

An interview with Bowker’s Andy Weissberg about the uses of ISBNs and the conflict between ebook 
distributors and the ISBN Agency.
http://www.thebookdesigner.com/2010/05/bowkers-andy-weissberg-on-isbns-and-the-future-of-the-book/

EDItEUR website.
http://www.editeur.org

Website of the International Standard Text Code (ISTC).
http://www.istc-international.org/html/

BISAC categories.
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
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9/  Cover and Interior Images
Wikipedia article on different file formats.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image_file_formats

Wikipedia article on CMYK printing.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CMYK_color_model

Wikipedia article on the relationship between printing and screen resolution.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dots_per_inch

A great webpage by dpbestflow.org that explains the different color spaces and has a video that illustrates in 3D 
the relationship between the different color spaces.
http://www.dpbestflow.org/color/color-space-and-color-profiles

Wikipedia article “List of Countries’ Copyright Length.”
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries%27_copyright_length

10/  Software
Oracle’s OpenOffice site.
http://www.openoffice.org/

Literature and Latte’s Scrivener site.
http://www.literatureandlatte.com/scrivener.php

Official Atlantis site.
http://www.atlantiswordprocessor.com/en/

Official download page for 7-Zip.
http://www.7-zip.org/

Tweak_epub by Atlantis. The download is in their Tools sidebar.
http://www.atlantiswordprocessor.com/en/downloads.htm

To download FlightCrew.
http://code.google.com/p/flightcrew/

To download ePubCheck.
http://blog.threepress.org/2010/12/16/running-epubcheck-on-your-computer/

To download Mobipocket Creator.
http://www.mobipocket.com/en/downloadsoft/productdetailscreator.asp

To download Kindle Previewer, Adobe InDesign Kindle plug-in, and (if you must) Kindlegen.
http://www.amazon.com/gp/feature.html?ie=UTF8&docId=1000234621

To download Kindle for PC or Mac.
http://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html/ref=sv_kinc_9?ie=UTF8&nodeId=200127470/
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To download Nook for PC or Mac.
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/u/free-nook-apps/379002321/

To download Sony eReader for PC or Mac.
http://ebookstore.sony.com/download/

To download Calibre.
http://calibre-ebook.com/

To download Adobe Digital Editions.
http://www.adobe.com/products/digitaleditions/

To download GIMP.
http://www.gimp.org/

11/  Manuscript Formatting for eBooks
To create an Amazon Kindle account.
https://kdp.amazon.com/self-publishing/signin?ie=UTF8&ld=AZEbooksMakeM

Kindle Direct Publishing website help pages.
https://kdp.amazon.com/self-publishing/help

Kindle Community forum.
http://forums.kindledirectpublishing.com/kdpforums/forumindex.jspa

Mobile Reads forum, a popular site for ebook authors and formatters.
http://www.mobileread.com/forums/

Kindle Boards, another popular community site.
http://www.kindleboards.com/

12/  Build and Test Your HTML File
See Useful Links in the chapter on Software for all software download links.

Kindle’s @free.Kindle com service.
http://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html/ref=hp_navbox_email_200375630?nodeId=200375630
&#email

To create an Amazon Kindle account.
https://kdp.amazon.com/self-publishing/signin?ie=UTF8&ld=AZEbooksMakeM
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13/  Building a Mobi File
See Useful Links in the chapter on Software for all software download links.

Calibre help files.
http://calibre-ebook.com/help

Adobe’s White Paper on Kindle Plug-in.
http://www.adobe.com/devnet/digitalpublishing/articles/indesigntokindle.html

14/  ePubs
A webpage that lists some popular ePub conversion programs.
http://www.lexcycle.com/faq/how_to_create_epub

How to build an ePub using HTML.
http://www.ibm.com/developerworks/xml/tutorials/x-epubtut/index.html or
http://www.jedisaber.com/eBooks/tutorial.asp

PubIt! website help pages.
http://pubit.barnesandnoble.com/pubit_app/bn?t=support

Adobe webpage for ePub creation.
http://help.adobe.com/en_US/indesign/cs/using/WS8c5bc4f64c7a4a3d44f3b18d12dbcdf377a-8000.html

Apple webpage for ePub creation from Pages.
http://support.apple.com/kb/HT4168

Scrivener tutorial page; scroll down to the one on ebooks.
http://www.literatureandlatte.com/video.php

Threepress Consulting page for validating ePubs.
http://threepress.org/document/epub-validate

16/  Distribution and Royalties
To create an Amazon Kindle account.
https://kdp.amazon.com/self-publishing/signin?ie=UTF8&ld=AZEbooksMakeM

To create a PubIt! account.
http://pubit.barnesandnoble.com/pubit_app/bn?t=pi_reg_home

Wikipedia page on DRM.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_rights_management

Apple’s iBookstore online application.
https://itunesconnect.apple.com/WebObjects/iTunesConnect.woa/wa/apply

http://calibre-ebook.com/help
http://www.adobe.com/devnet/digitalpublishing/articles/indesigntokindle.html
http://www.lexcycle.com/faq/how_to_create_epub
http://www.ibm.com/developerworks/xml/tutorials/x-epubtut/index.html
http://www.jedisaber.com/eBooks/tutorial.asp
http://pubit.barnesandnoble.com/pubit_app/bn?t=support
http://help.adobe.com/en_US/indesign/cs/using/WS8c5bc4f64c7a4a3d44f3b18d12dbcdf377a-8000.html
http://support.apple.com/kb/HT4168
http://www.literatureandlatte.com/video.php
http://threepress.org/document/epub-validate
https://kdp.amazon.com/self-publishing/signin?ie=UTF8&ld=AZEbooksMakeM
http://pubit.barnesandnoble.com/pubit_app/bn?t=pi_reg_home
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_rights_management
https://itunesconnect.apple.com/WebObjects/iTunesConnect.woa/wa/apply


Kobo’s authors and publishers page.
http://kobobooks.com/companyinfo/authorsnpublishers.html

Amazon’s CreateSpace.
https://www.createspace.com

Ingram’s Lightning Source.
http://www.lightningsource.com/default.aspx

LuLu.
http://www.lulu.com/publish/

Authors OnLine.
http://www.authorsonline.co.uk/

Smashwords.
http://www.smashwords.com/about/how_to_publish_on_smashwords

LibreDigital.
http://marketplaces.libredigital.com/

BookBaby.
http://www.bookbaby.com/

eBookIt.
http://www.ebookit.com/

17/  Marketing Your Book
Wikipedia list of social media sites.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_social_networking_websites

Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com

Wordpress.
http://wordpress.com

Blogger.
https://www.google.com/accounts/ServiceLogin?service=blogger&passive=1209600&continue=http://www.
blogger.com/home&followup=http://www.blogger.com/home&ltmpl=start#s01

Google Books information.
http://books.google.com/googlebooks/tour/

Amazon’s Search Inside program.
http://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html/ref=hp_rel_topic?ie=UTF8&nodeId=13685751

Amazon’s Author Central.
https://authorcentral.amazon.com

http://kobobooks.com/companyinfo/authorsnpublishers.html
https://www.createspace.com
http://www.lightningsource.com/default.aspx
http://www.lulu.com/publish/
http://www.authorsonline.co.uk/
http://www.smashwords.com/about/how_to_publish_on_smashwords
http://marketplaces.libredigital.com/
http://www.bookbaby.com/
http://www.ebookit.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_social_networking_websites
https://www.facebook.com
http://wordpress.com
https://www.google.com/accounts/ServiceLogin?service=blogger&passive=1209600&continue=http://www.blogger.com/home&followup=http://www.blogger.com/home&ltmpl=start#s01
https://www.google.com/accounts/ServiceLogin?service=blogger&passive=1209600&continue=http://www.blogger.com/home&followup=http://www.blogger.com/home&ltmpl=start#s01
http://books.google.com/googlebooks/tour/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html/ref=hp_rel_topic?ie=UTF8&nodeId=13685751
https://authorcentral.amazon.com


Barnes & Noble’s See Inside program guidelines.
https://secure.barnesandnoble.com/seeinside/Guidelines.aspx

Twitter.
http://twitter.com

Tumblr.
http://www.tumblr.com

Goodreads.
http://www.goodreads.com

Shelfari.
http://www.shelfari.com

LibraryThing.
http://www.librarything.com

Kindle Community forum.
http://forums.kindledirectpublishing.com/kdpforums/forumindex.jspa

Mobile Reads forum, a popular site for ebook authors and formatters.
http://www.mobileread.com/forums/

Kindle Boards, another popular community site.
http://www.kindleboards.com/

18/  Getting Paid
EIN application Form SS-4.
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fss4.pdf

Instructions for Form SS-4.
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/iss4.pdf

ITIN application Form W-7.
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw7.pdf

Instructions for Form W-7.
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/iw7.pdf

IRS Form W-8BEN.
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw8ben.pdf

Instructions regarding Form W-8BEN.
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/iw8ben.pdf

Information on American Tax Treaties.
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p901.pdf

https://secure.barnesandnoble.com/seeinside/Guidelines.aspx
http://twitter.com
http://www.tumblr.com
http://www.goodreads.com
http://www.shelfari.com
http://www.librarything.com
http://forums.kindledirectpublishing.com/kdpforums/forumindex.jspa
http://www.mobileread.com/forums/
http://www.kindleboards.com/
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fss4.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/iss4.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw7.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/iw7.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw8ben.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/iw8ben.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p901.pdf


Tax Information for non-U.S. publishers selling on Amazon.com.
https://kdp.amazon.com/self-publishing/help?topicId=A1VDYJ32T5D3U4

Tax Information for non-U.S. publishers selling via CreateSpace.
https://www.createspace.com/Help/Index.jsp

List of signatories to Hague Convention on Apostilles.
http://www.hcch.net/index_en.php?act=conventions.status&cid=41

https://kdp.amazon.com/self-publishing/help?topicId=A1VDYJ32T5D3U4
https://www.createspace.com/Help/Index.jsp
http://www.hcch.net/index_en.php?act=conventions.status&cid=41

