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Kindle Author Interview: M.A. Demers

M.A. Demers, author of Baby
Jane, discusses her book, her
journey as a writer, and
self-publishing on Kindle.

DAVID WISEHART: What can
you tell us about Baby Jane?

M.A. DEMERS: It's a murder
mystery with a Native paranormal
twist, set here in Vancouver. It's
about the relationship between
this world and the spirit world,
and about a half-Native detective
who's trying to bridge his
traditional Native culture with the
larger culture, all the while trying
to solve a murder. But it's his
Native roots, and his Native grandmother, who turn out to be instrumental in solving the
mystery.

DAVID WISEHART: How do you develop and differentiate your characters?

M.A. DEMERS: | just let them be themselves. My characters tend to arrive in my
imagination fully formed; my job is to make sure that I'm describing them properly.
Because | know what my characters are thinking and feeling, there is a tendency to
assume that what | am writing is an accurate representation of those thoughts and
feelings. But sometimes it's not. For example, in the early drafts of Baby Jane, Claire
was quicker to anger: this is a woman who was hurt deeply and she had become very
isolated, and so she's having to learn all over again how to be a social being. Her anger
stems from her insecurities and her embarrassment for past transgressions. But reader
feedback was that, until they got to know her, Claire appeared cold so it was hard for
them to connect with her; they couldn’t see the pain behind the anger. That wasn't my
intention, so | had to change how Claire responded to others and her situation. | removed
some of her anger and expressed more of her vulnerability.

DAVID WISEHART: Who do you imagine is your ideal reader?

M.A. DEMERS: Open-minded and willing to go on a journey with me. I'm asking them to
accept that these characters and their world exists, so cynicism will just get in the way.

DAVID WISEHART: What was your journey as a writer?

M.A. DEMERS: | was born a bookworm—rumour has it | left a paperback behind in my
mother’s womb—and I've been writing since | was about fifteen. But I'm also a visual
artist and after university the latter won out and | became a professional photographer.
But then fate intervened back a few years later and | started writing again. This led me
to the film industry. for which I've been writing since 1995. Film seemed like the perfect
marriage between my literary and visual sides. | remember the thrill of seeing for the first
time a scene that | wrote—for A Cooler Climate, starring Sally Fields and Judy Davis—
played out on the screen:; it was such a rush. So it's no surprise that my readers tell me
I'm a very visual writer, and that Baby Jane would make a great movie.

DAVID WISEHART: What is your writing process?

M.A. DEMERS: When | start a story, | always have the beginning and the end firmly in
my head. Then | have to get my characters from one to the other. That's the hard part.

| start each writing session by reading the last part from the day before and making any
necessary revisions to the text. This gets the movie in my head rolling and then | begin
transcribing again what | see. Sometimes | think I'm no more than a stenographer for the
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cosmos. | don't write with an outline but | do keep detailed notes of characters’
biographical details and plot points so that the story remains logical. If | get stuck, | lie
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