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Why the Art of Music Project?
The relationship between the musical and visual arts is as long as the
history of art itself. Each has inspired, drawn from, and paid homage to
the other. From the drums of our primitive ancestors, to the chorus of
a Greek tragedy, to the piano accompaniment of the first silent pictures,
our cultural history is ripe with examples of this symbiotic relationship.
In fact, so intertwined are music and the visual arts that this relationship
is often a given: what single is now released without the requisite video,
and who can imagine a movie without a soundtrack?
But while we might see the obvious relation between these two
disciplines in a movie or CD cover, we may not be as aware of this
relationship at work in a painting, a sculpture, or an installation. The
music that inspired a visual image, was perhaps playing in the background
in an artist’s studio, setting the mood, or which determined the
atmosphere during an exhibition, are all part of this same special affinity
between the visual and musical arts.
It’s not so surprising, then, that many musicians are also visual artists and vice versa. And while most
of these multi-talented individuals have become famous for one talent at the expense of the other, it would
be a loss to the artistic community to ignore their other work. It is for this reason the GRAMMY Foundation
initiated the Art of Music Project: to “expose” many leading musicians for the interdisciplinary artists they
really are, to explore and promote music-related art, and to celebrate the total sensory experience that is
achieved when these two profound cultural influences are combined.

